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The end of the 2016-2017 school year is fast         
approaching. The school year is culminating      
with many events and activities. The students       
have been extremely focused on their work and        
exhibited tremendous academic growth. The     
New Hartford Public Schools have initiated      
many new programs that focus on improving       
learning opportunities for students. Our     
students have taken advantage of these new       
programs and are committed to excellence. We       
are truly blessed to work with your child, and         
our staff is committed to providing the best        
educational opportunities for every student in      
the district.  

Mindfulness Program
This year, one of the district’s      
goals was to improve school     

NHPS Poet Laureates
One of the new programs offered this school year, 
is a district wide Poet Laureate Project. This 
wonderful project was spearheaded by Mrs. 
Hawley. Mrs. Hawley is a retired New Hartford 
teacher who did a marvelous job in leading this 
exciting new program. Selected students explored 
the world of poetry with community members from 
outside the school environment. Students returned 
to their classroom to pass on their new learning to 
their classmates. This environment created an 
opportunity for peer teaching and community 
involvement. The project culminated with a 
completed book of poetry with a food related 
theme which was published as Poetry for the 
Pantry: Feed A Body, Feed Your Soul  by Sheila 
Grimes Hawley and Poetry Pals .  

The poetry book is available online. To purchase 
visit www.newhtfd.org and click the link “BUY IT 
HERE” on the district home page or visit the 
NHPS Poet Laureate Project section of 
our website. 

All profits from the book will go to the CT Food           
Bank to support those in need in our local         
community. 

Follow us on Twitter  @newhtfd 
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climate. We have implemented many initiatives to 
meet this goal. One of these initiatives is our 
“Mindfulness Program”. This program is delivered in 
grades K-3. We are looking to expand this 
program in grade 4 next school year. The 
“Mindfulness Program” is a stress reducing practice 
that focuses on the brain and how individuals 
process their feelings and emotions. The 
“Mindfulness” program helps students share 
emotions and feelings in ways that allow for 
relationships to grow in positive ways. Students 
participated in “hands on activities” that helped 
them build attention, focus, self control and overall 
well being. This exciting new program was led by 
Mrs. Ann Sullivan, an expert in the area of 
“Mindfulness”. See more about Mindfulness on page 6 See more about The Poet Laureates Project on page 7

http://www.newhtfd.org/
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Antolini School Project 

The Ann Antolini School Building Project 
is progressing well. The new canopy to the entrance 
of the Multi-Purpose Room is in the process of 
being completed. Air conditioning will be added 
to the Multi-Purpose Room, Cafeteria, and Media 
Center as well. New ceiling tiles for the entire 
school will be installed this summer, along with a 
portion of the heating system being replaced. 
Separate from the building project, a new LED 
lighting project will be completed this summer. New 
LED lights will replace the current lights in every 
classroom and hallways. This project will save the 
district thousands of dollars over the next several 
years because of increased efficiency. The 
comprehensive Ann Antolini Building Project will 
significantly improve the learning environment 
for every student in the school. 

Staff Update 

There will be several staff changes for the 
2017-2018 school year. Several staff members will 
be retiring or beginning new adventures in their 
lives. Paula Morabito, (Special Education Director) 
will be leaving the New Hartford Public Schools at  

the end of the school year. Karin Jones (Grade 4 
teacher) and Nancy Butler (Physical Education 
Teacher) will be retiring at the end of the school 
year. Finally, Mike Sosnicki (Custodian) will be 
retiring at the end of the school as well. We will 
miss all of these staff members dearly. We would 
like to acknowledge them for their tremendous 
contributions to the New Hartford Public Schools 
over the past many years.  

Calendar Update 

The last day of the 2016-2017 school year will be 
June 27, 2017. Dismissal will be at 1:00 p.m. for 
every school in the district on this day.  

As you can see the 2016-2017 school year was 
extremely successful. Many of the new initiatives 
continued to improve the learning opportunities we 
offer to students. We have the most dedicated, 
talented staff who are committed to seeing your 
child flourish. The success of the New Hartford 
Public School District is due to the collaboration of 
students, parents, and staff. We are proud to be 
given the responsibility of educating your child 
every day, and we will continue to do our best 
every day to meet the needs of your children. I 
hope you have a restful and safe summer! 

See what some of our teachers are       
tweeting! This year we established a      
NHPS Twitter newsfeed on our district      
website. Visit the Twitter Corner on our       
district home page or follow us @newhtfd.  

Follow us on Twitter  @newhtfd 
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New Hartford’s Pilot Full-day Preschool 
Update by Michele Gallant 

As we are nearing the end of our pilot for full-day           
preschool, I’d like to share some thoughts about how the          
year has gone. First, however, it’s important to know         
why we are doing this, and what our philosophy is.          
There are many ways to “do” preschool, but not all          
models show the same results. New Hartford’s       
preschool program is solidly based on the work of         
Constructivist theorists, particularly those of Jean Piaget       
and Lev Vygotsky. Both of these men, as well as others,           
believed that children at preschool age develop best by         
constructing their own learning. This means that they        
need to direct their own actions, interacting with both         
things and people. For this reason, much of our         
preschool day is designed to allow the children the         
chance to explore, test theories, and interact with both         
peers and adults. The other very important piece to this          
is the use of facilitated play. Current research shows         
that, when compared with both free play and direct         
instruction, facilitated play based preschools have the       
longest-lasting effect on overall school performance.      
This is why you will see children actively playing in our           
room, with adults alongside them. 

But why full-day? How is it better than part-time         
preschool? There are many answers to this question,        
but I will focus on the research. The most recent          
research comparing full-day to part-time preschool shows       
that the full-day programs are significantly better at        
preparing children for school. Children who attend these        
programs show better readiness in the areas of        
academic skills (both mathematics and literacy),      
language development, and social/emotional    
development. And, these results persist well beyond the        
kindergarten year. When one considers how much more        
is being asked of kindergarteners, it is easy to see how           
important such a boost to both readiness and maturity         
can be. 

So, how did it go here in New Hartford? Exceptionally          
well. While our pilot group is not large, it is easy to see             
how beneficial it has been. This year we were able to           
spend a great deal more time on all areas of          
development, with the greatest increase in time       
focused on early academic learning. Remember the       
facilitated play? That kind of learning, while clearly the         
best, takes time. Children need to explore, question,        
practice, and discuss what they are doing. Then they         
need to use that skill in a way that has meaning and            
relevance for them. With a full-time program, we are         
able to do that. Our students learned several great         
math skills, and were able to put them into practice.          
We also launched the preschool level of the Fundations         
phonics program, which has been even more       
successful than we had hoped. Both of these areas         
have been addressed every day. In addition, we have         
been able to spend more time on our pre-writing         
program, more complex literature activities, exploring      
literacy skills through poems, and still have plenty of         
time addressing many key social/emotional skills. And,       
assessment results in all areas have been extremely        
promising. 

Some people have asked me if children of this age are           
ready for full-day school. My answer has always been         
that most are. This year has affirmed that belief. My          
students have done well with the increased time,        
building stamina very quickly and demonstrating an       
ability to focus on whatever is needed throughout the         
entire day. I have no doubt that this is due in large part             
to our program model, which takes their developmental        
level into account before anything else. The students        
love coming to school and our daily routine supports all          
of their needs. Parent feedback has also been very         
positive.  

We have learned a great deal this year about how a           
program like this can work. I have new ideas to try           
and, of course, every group is different. But all-in-all, I          
think we are on the right track for accomplishing some          
amazing things for New Hartford’s preschool children. 

#newhtfd follow me on Twitter @morabito 
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I am pleased to announce that New Hartford Public         
Schools has been working with the other Region        
#7 Elementary Schools this spring to begin       
development of new science units that are aligned        
to the Next Generation Science Standards      
(NGSS).  

This new set of standards was adopted by        
unanimous vote of the Connecticut State Board of        
Education in November of 2015 and will be        
assessed beginning in the spring of 2019. 

“The NGSS identify scientific and engineering      
practices, crosscutting concepts, and core ideas in       
science that all K-12 students should master in        
order to prepare for success in college and        
21st-century careers. 

Because of major advances in science and our        
understanding of how students learn science, we       
now know that students need the kind of        
preparation that gives them the tools and skills        
necessary to succeed in a rapidly and continuously        
changing world. 

When current students graduate from high school,       
more jobs will require skills in science, technology,        
engineering and mathematics than in the past. 

The NGSS provide a strong science education that        
equips students with the ability to think critically,        
analyze information and solve complex problems --       
the skills needed to pursue opportunities within and        
beyond STEM fields.”  - www.nextgenscience.org 

The NGSS offer 5 Innovations for Teaching 

1. Three Dimensional Learning
2. Coherent Learning Progressions
3. Phenomena and Design Solutions
4. Integration of Engineering
5. Connection to Math and Literacy

A key component of our instructional shift is using         
an Inquiry-Based Learning model and     
Investigative Phenomena to actively engage     
students in the learning process.  

Students will be presented with a phenomena at        
the beginning of each unit of study with the goal of           
investigating and ‘figuring out’ why that      
phenomena occurs using Scientific and     
Engineering Practices as well as Crosscutting      
Concepts. The teacher will then guide them       
through a series of inquiry-based learning      
activities as they discover the science behind the        
phenomena. 

For more information about the NGSS please visit: 
www.nextgenscience.org 

As we head into summer vacation, I would like to          
remind you to make time to READ TOGETHER       
and PLAY TOGETHER every day!

Warm regards, 
 

      Erika Sacharko
Online Resources 

Please visit the “Curriculum” pages on the website for         
information about curriculum, instruction & assessment in the        
New Hartford Public School District.

   follow me on Twitter @erikasacharko
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The arts are an incredibly important part of a 
child’s education. In New Hartford, we offer 
music and art programming to our students 
beginning in pre-kindergarten. 

All students receive weekly instruction in 
general music with either Mrs. Flower or Mrs. 
Melillo. Through these classes, they learn 
about rhythm and dynamics. They also learn to 
read and compose music, and, in fourth grade, 
students begin playing the recorder. This 
introduces the students to the basic mouth and 
finger techniques required to play many 
instruments. When students enter fifth grade, 
they can then select an instrument to play from 
the percussion, brass, and woodwind families. 
All interested students receive small group 
instruction in their chosen instrument, and they 
participate in an after-school band session. At 
times, students take lessons outside of school 
on an instrument that we do not offer, such as 
piano, violin, and guitar. However, Mrs. Melillo 
always finds a way to include them in the 
band, which enhances the experience for 
everyone. Our students also perform at 
community events, with others during the 
Region 7 band concert, and as part of the 
CMEA all-region orchestra and choir. 

The art experience for children is equally 
rewarding. Through the years, students create 
two-dimensional and three-dimensional art 
using a wide variety of materials, media, and 
techniques. Each year, their artwork is 
displayed at the art show, exhibiting what 
students have learned and applied from their 
art classes. Ms. Kurdziel does a wonderful job 
of getting students excited about art and 
supports additional experiences for students. 
Last year, a student wanted to initiate a 
school-wide art contest. Ms. Kurdziel helped 
him with promoting the idea and judging the 
entries. She also painted the winning art on 
canvas, which is now displayed in the Antolini 
hallway.  

The instruction and experiences that students 
have at the elementary level provide them 
with an appreciation for art and music. This 
instruction also provides a solid foundation for 
students as they move through their future 
school experiences. Former students have 
gone on to pursue careers in the arts. Others 
have continued to explore music and art as a 
hobby. Our students truly enjoy their 
elementary classes, and we are proud of the 
arts program that we offer in New Hartford. 

#newhtfd follow us on Twitter @AntoliniES 
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Extra-Curricular Learning and Fun 
It’s hard to believe another school year is coming to          
a close. As usual, students and staff had a busy,          
productive and fun year. Along with exceptional       
teaching and learning of our core curriculum, our        
students and staff have participated in many       
extracurricular activities supporting social and     
emotional growth, along with academic growth.      
These “extra” activities enhance student learning      
and build a sense of community within each school,         
across schools and between home and school. The        
following are just a few of our extra curricular         
activities. 

Mindfulness 

Over the course of the     
2016-2017 school year, all    
primary students as well as     
teachers and tutors, had    
the opportunity to develop    
a basic understanding of    
mindfulness, and the   

techniques one can utilize to self regulate and        
improve focus. With the help of a consultant, our         
teachers and students have incorporated     
mindfulness techniques into their day.  

As I’ve noted before, the     
benefits from mindfulness   
for our students are    
many! Students attention   
and concentration are   
strengthened, they have   
less anxiety before   
testing, their social and    
emotional learning is enhanced, and it improves       
classroom participation. There are benefits to our       
staff as well. Teachers’ responsiveness to      
students' needs can increase, stress management      
and stress reduction is aided, and it enhances        
classroom climate. 

One Book, Two Schools 

O nce again we enjoyed    
connecting both primary schools    
and the homes with a common      
reading project. All staff, and     
student families, received a    
copy of Trouble According to     
Humphrey.  

Students read in school with their classmates and        
teachers, and at home with their families. The        
project culminated with a celebration for all       
involved! Students from Bakerville School traveled      
to New Hartford Elementary School where they       
enjoyed fun “hamster” activities and parents and       
grandparents joined us for the “Hamster Hop”.       
Fun was had by all! 

Science Fair  

T he primary students had the     
opportunity to participate in our     
second annual Science Fair in     
March. Fifty-two students   
presented their  

projects, many of them working in      
partnerships. I loved the    
collaborative element in this year’s     
fair. We learned about germs,     
optical illusions, volcanoes,   
bouncing eggs, and the solar     
system. There were experiments identifying what      
sugary drinks do to our teeth, and what conditions         
are optimal for growing plants. We      
also had some exciting    
demonstrations by the FTC    
Robotics Team #6762   
‘Gearheads’. Our primary students    
were captivated by the display     
presented by the robotics team. 

 follow us on Twitter @RoxannePangallo Page 6
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NHPS Poet Laureate Project 

This year, students also had the opportunity to participate in a new writing project called the NHPS Poet                  
Laureate Project. The participants explored and experimented with reading, presenting and writing poetry.             
Through poetry, participants delved into the issue of hunger in our state.  

In December, about 60 students spanning grades K-6, and their Poetry Pals (adult             
volunteers from the community), gathered to read food themed poetry to a packed             
auditorium. The “price” of admission was a donation of a non-perishable food item for              
the CT Food Bank. Almost 500 pounds of donated food and toiletry items were              
collected.  

In April, our Poet Laureates, in conjunction with the CT Food Bank, collaborated on              
book of original poems penned by the New Hartford Public Schools' elementary school             
students and senior volunteers from the community. The book entitled Poetry for the             
Pantry: Feed a Body, Feed the Soul was published. The students and Poetry Pals              
shared their original works on the evening of April 25 for families and community              
members. We are so proud of our Poet Laureates!  

Ignite the Passion for Reading 

The primary kids are participating in a reading project geared towards lighting a true              
passion for reading in our students. We are keeping track of all books read by students,                
both at home and at school. Monthly we tally the total of books read, and watch our                 
“thermometer graph” go up. At these monthly meetings, a teacher shares their adult book              
pick of the month, speaking briefly about their choice, and a student shares their book               
pick as well. We try to make sure multiple copies of the student book pick available for                 
others to read. So far the kids have read over 9,459 books! 

Grade Two KidsMarathon 

For the third year we are participating in the KidsMarathon. It’s a training             
program that enables kids to complete a full marathon by running           
incremental distances over a number of weeks, culminating with the final           
mile being run at a regional celebration with families and friends cheering            
the students on. The mantra of the program is “finishing is winning and             
winning is finishing”.  

Last year our first graders wanted to run as well, so we had them start               
running midway through, which allowed them to complete a half marathon.           
We are doing the same thing this year, and will once again have a special ceremony for our first grade                    
marathoners at the conclusion of their 13.1 miles. I’ve already had some kindergarteners ask if they could                 
run, so I’ll have to start planning a 5 or 10 K incremental run for those guys! 

follow us on Twitter @RoxannePangallo 
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STEM 
All grade levels have been participating in STEM 
(Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) related 
activities.   Projects have included 
catapults, bridges, roller coasters, 
and boats.  Students are working 
on design, planning, execution, as 
well as team work.  The fifth 
graders built popsicle stick bridges that were 
required to hold up to five pounds and many held 
up to twenty pounds.  The first grade are preparing 
to test their popsicle stick race tracks. The third 
grade has just finished their drinking straw roller 
coasters. 

Google products 

Students have been actively engaged in creating 
various documents using Google products on the 
Chromebooks.  

Sixth graders recently 
completed Pixel art 
projects 
while Second graders 
created biography projects. 

The fourth grade 
students studied 
Alaska and the Iditarod 
and were able to watch 
Mitch Seavey win this 
year’s event.  The 
Kindergarten students 

have been practicing their keyboarding skills using 
Lexia and Google Sheets. 

Read to the Rink 

New Hartford Public School 
students who participated in 
the Read to the Rink program 
were honored by the Hartford 
Wolfpack team at their home 
game on Sunday, March 
26th. 

Twitter 

With the help of social media outlets 
such as Twitter, our teachers and 
administrators connect positively 
with other educators, students and parents. 

NHPS @newhtfd 
Library/Media Center          @karenpf02 
Curriculum Director            @erikasacharko 
Antolini School @AntoliniES  
Bakerville School & 
New Hartford Elementary   @RoxannePangallo 
Student Services                 @morabitop 

Please contact your child’s classroom teacher for 
individual teacher accounts. 
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New Hartford Public Schools 
2017-2018 School Calendar 
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